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they not only zealously maintain what they believe to be the truth, but they hate with a most bitter hatred all who are opposed to them. This is inferred from the character of their accredited journals.
EVENS, or Vigils. The nights or evenings before certain Holydays of the Church. Vigils were derived from the earliest periods of Christianity. In those times of persecution, Christians held their assemblies in the night, in order to avoid detection. On these occasions they celebrated the memory of CHRIST'S death in the holy mysteries. When persecution had intermitted and finally ceased, although Christians were able to celebrate all their rites, and did minister the Sacraments in the daytime, yet a custom which had commenced from necessity was retained from devotion and choice. The reason why some of the festivals have evens or vigils assigned, and some have not, appears to be this, that the festivals which have no vigils fall generally between Christmas and the Purification, or between Easter and Whitsuntide; which were always esteemed such seasons of joy that the Church did not think fit to intermingle them with any days of fasting and humiliation. To this rule there are exceptions, which may be severally accounted for, but such seems to be the rule. The holydays which have vigils may be seen in the Prayer Book, in the table of the vigils, fasts, and days of abstinence to be observed in the year.
EVEN-SONG. Evening Prayer, which is appointed to be sung or said. The office of Even-Song, or Evening Prayer, is a judicious abridgment of the offices of Even-Song and Compline, as used in our Church before the Reformation; and it appears that the revisers of our offices formed the introduction to evening prayer from those parts of both vespers and compline which seemed best suited to this place, and which presented uniformity with the introduction of morning prayer.
EUCHAIIIST, whicb signifies thanksgiving, or blessing, is one of the terms employed by the Church to denote that holy feast which our blessed REDEEMER instituted to be the highest act of Christian worship ; when, after having presented and consecrated bread and wine before GOD, HE distributed them to those present, affirming the bread to be His Body, and the wine to be His Blood,
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